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Today, it is widely accepted that materials research in the 
field of electrochemical energy storage has to follow a 
system approach as the interactions between active 
materials, the electrolyte, the separator, and the various 
inactive materials are of similar or even higher 
importance as the properties and performance parameters 
of the individual materials only. In this presentation, we 
will discuss the influence of inactive electrode materials 
on the performance of lithium ion batteries. Particular 
attention will be paid to conductive fillers and the Al 
current collector. The question will be raised, whether 
these materials are inactive or passive. 
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